Storm? What storm?
	

	



Dead zone researchers take measurements in the dawn light Wednesday morning. 





GULF OF MEXICO, 20 miles from the Timbalier Islands, 10:15 a.m. – When you’re in the middle of the dead zone, little things like tropical depressions don’t bother you much. 

“We’re not worried about any dang tropical systems,” said LSU dead zone researcher Jim Lee.

We’ve been chatting about recently-formed Tropical Depression 9 since we started work at 7 a.m. today, and “it came out of nowhere” has been the common sentiment. By the miracle of satellite TV, we can watch the Weather Channel same as you, and they’re calling it a “prolific rainmaker.”

All the same, from here you’d never know there was anything other than sunshine in the Gulf. The skies are clear and blue other than some wispy clouds, and the wave swells are hardly noticable. 

Just in case you were worried.

-- Robert Morris, senior staff writer
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