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Everything you wanted to know about the dead zone, but were afraid to ask

COCODRIE -- It sounds like a horror movie, and it could be subtitled "The Thing that ate the Gulf."

The dead zone is a 5,200-square-mile area of virtually lifeless waters in the Gulf of Mexico, formed by Mississippi River runoff and stretching from Plaquemines Parish to Texas. 

But what exactly is it?

And what does it mean to Terrebonne Parish?

Courier senior staff writer Robert Morris will be traveling into the Gulf this week with a team of scientists from LUMCON, the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium in Cocodrie. Aboard the Pelican, LUMCON's 116-foot research vessel, Morris will have the undivided attention of the top experts on the dead zone. 

The trip is part of LUMCON’s research into the conditions that create the dead zone. A number of factors contribute to the dead zone’s size, which also fluctuates regularly, so researchers use the same set of stations to take samples of mud and water, said Nancy Rabalais, LUMCON’s executive director. 

The Pelican will first head west to the Atchafalaya Bay, turn south to begin data collection, then head back east for more data sampling in Terrebonne Bay. The samples in Terrebonne Bay are collected monthly, and those in the Atchafalaya Bay are collected every two months.

If you have questions about the dead zone -- Is it coming to get us? -- email them to Morris at livefromthedeadzone@yahoo.com.
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